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)THE NATURE OF ISLAMIC DAW`AH

PROF. KHURSHID AHMAD*
This is a brief paper aims at examining the nature and scope of Islamic Daw`ah so as to appreciate its bearing on the future construction of mankind.
I. Movement is a natural fact. Life itself consists of action, effort and movement. In a world that is ever changing one has to move just to stay in the same place. What is true of the physical world is truer of human world, the individual and social life of man.
2. Islam is fully aware of this fact and provides in several ways to make the principle of movement operative in social and morality of the community of Islam. Da`wah is one such way. It constitutes a built-in mechanism that keeps the community as well as the individuals who compose it active and upright, ensures the moral health of the individual and the community and act as a corrective force and acts as a corrective force and blessing for whole of mankind.
Da'wah literally means call or invitation. In Islamic terminology it denotes the 'invitation to mankind from Allah subhanahu wa ta'la and His prophets to believe in Islam, the true religion, the religion of all prophets.
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The message of the prophets is universal and this invitation is addressed to all without discrimination. The only valid differentiation between human beings, according to Islam is based on their response to the Da 'wah [a] those who believe in it [b] those who refuse to believe it.
ISLAM, FAITH, COMMUITY AND MOVEMENT
All the prophets were raised to convey Islam to their people and Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) was the last of these prophets) He presented the Divine Guidance in its complete and final form.2 He invited all mankind to follow the path of Allah and has been a mercy and blessing to all.3 His mission was to provide this guidance to mankind and to establish a community and a movement to act as it standard-bearer. The Muslim community has been assigned the same task and role viz-a-viz the rest of the world as the Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) was assigned in respect of the Muslim community.
Thus We appointed you a moderate and moderating Ummah, that you may be witnesses (of Truth) to the people and that the Prophet may be a witness to you.4
The Mission of the Prophet has been incorporated into the historical role of the Ummah, through two major factors: the preservation of the Quran, which embodies the Divine Guidance, and of the example of the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him), the Sunnah and the assignment of the missionary role to the Ummah as the primary responsibility.5 That responsibility rests on each individual believer and not merely on any one special class or group of people, a unique
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)feature of Islam.6 The moral health of Muslim community and of society at large depends on the continuation of these roles and responsibilities.
DA`WAH : THE ISLAMIC CONCEPT.
Islam is the religion for mankind. It is the embodiment of that code of life, that guidance, which the Creator of the Universe has revealed for the benefit of mankind. Its primary concern is to build correct relationship between God and man, between one man and another, between man and social order.'
Faith represents one's commitment to God, a commitment to think, feel and live with the awareness of the Lord, to bring man's will into harmony of Divine's will and to strive to make His will supreme in this world. Islam awakens a new conscience in man and gives him a new outlook of life. With this new outlook, he joins a community of faith and participates in a social movement, a collective effort t to reconstruct human life and society in accordance with the values and principles of Islam, which stand, not for life-denial, but for life-fulfillment.8 It presents a programme for the radical transformation of man and society in the light of the basic concepts of the Unity of God (tawhid) and the equality of all people. It gives an integrated view of life in which moral and material, and spiritual and temporal, are welded into an indivisible whole. It refuses to divide life rigidity into the things of this world and those of the next; it regards the two as extensions of one another and invites man to enjoy the best of this world and the best of the hereafter.9
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)Following these general introductory observations, let us try to examine more closely what Islamic da`wah invites man to do, why it invites him and how he is to answer the invitation.
The central issue, according to Islam, is not man's need to know the person of God and to extricate himself from his predicament by seeking grace through a savior, but his need for hidayah (divine guidance) to enable him to know the will of God and to try to live in obedience to it. Islam means complete submission to the divine will and it is this harmonization of man's will, with the Divine Will that leads to real peace, peace within man's soul, between man and man, between man and the creation, and finally man and God.
The condition of man, in Islam's view of it, is explained in the Quran's account of his creation. Man ws created to play the positive and dynamic role of God's khalifah, His deputy on earth, His representative and vicegerent. He was endowed with free will and the capacity to make moral decisions, and he was given the knowledge of things, so as to make such decisions properly: thus man had the means to show whether he could behave responsibly, fulfilling the trust that had been placed in him. The experience he had of this freedom before he came to the earth bring to light his potentials as well as his weaknesses, his exposure to evil and the danger of his succumbing to it as also his innate goodness for realizing his mistakes and striving to rectify them. It is because of this human situation that man needs Divine Guidance, as a reminder, a protection and surety and a guide to making and holding steadfastly to the right moral decision. The critical question is man's relationship with God and in the light of that his relationship with himself and with other human beings, with the whole creation and with history.
